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A 1762 Butiéh.: Guinneit’
e ‘Surpnses Yale and Dmmr'f

bignauu‘e of Button Gwinnett found at Yale University.*

i

i

pecial Lo The Hera, rioune

NEW, HAVEN, Conn., June 23.

~Through chance and the gen-
(1os1ty of an alumnus, Yale Uni-
‘yersity has acquired a recéipt
siened by Button Gwinnett,
whose signature is considered
the rarest among the signers of
ihe  Declaration of Independ-
erice.

The document was among
‘family papers dating back to
the period of tlie American Rev-
olution which were given to Yale

ﬂy C1a1§ Cg}gate 31 " oJ. Beth-

S%%, Md, It was discovered:

ceipt was among them. :
Notified of the discovery, Mr.

Yale. Fewer than fifty specimens
of Gwinnett’s writing are known
to exist, and only four of these
are more than mere signatures.
One Gwinnett autograph sold
for $14 000 in 1924.

_The Yale document reads:

“Recd. october 12th, 1762 of Mr.]
en Davies One hundred and

+'seven pounds fourteen shillings

'ﬁz seven pence in Ballance of all
{Accounts as witness my hand--
‘New York /s/ Button Gwinngtt.”
* Born in Gloucestershire, Eng-
land, about 1735, Gwinnett came
to America and settled in Geor-
-gia. as a merchant and planter.

-He served as-a member of thef

Georgla Colonial Affembly and

Jriefly in 1777 as ‘“President of|

'the State of CGenrgia.” In. the
'same year, he was .fatally
‘wounded in a duel. The impor-
dtance of the Yale document is
increased by the fact that it
locates Gwinnett in America §ix
months earlier than any previ-

us record. B !

While the papers were loelnnE
sorted at the Yale Library. Mu.
Colgate had not known the re-!

Colgate reaffirmed it as a gift to’
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